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BACKGROUND
The new Greenspace Strategy will be adopted by the city council subject to approval 
by Cabinet. It will guide future enhancements and be a material consideration for 
proposals affecting open spaces. The adopted Greenspace Strategy Supplementary 
Planning Document (2006) has proved very successful at facilitating the protection 
and enhancement of greenspaces across Salford. It has guided significant 
investment in facilities, improving access to local recreation standards. 

KEY DOCUMENTS UPDATED IN 2018
Salford Greenspace Strategy Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)

 Supplements saved policies of Salford Unitary Development Plan; and 
 Provides additional recreation policies and guidance.

Salford Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) Open Space Chapter
 Details current sites that meet Salford’s local recreation standards; and
 Proposals for refurbished and new facilities, including estimated costs.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Extensive public consultation included briefings for all ward members. Comments 
were varied from the 41 individuals and organisations who responded, resulting in 
minor changes to the documents, with particular focus on: 

 Protecting existing assets and facilities;
 Maximising the multi-functional benefits of green infrastructure;
 Individual site and area specific issues; and
 Green Belt boundaries and other issues which will be most relevant to the 

emerging Salford Local Plan and Greater Manchester Spatial Framework. 

KEY CHANGES TO THE GREENSPACE STRATEGY 
 New local standards for allotments, local nature reserves and woodland; 
 Focus on providing play areas in parks and large open spaces;
 Additional focus on the multi-functional benefits of open spaces for art and 

cultural activities, and for wooded areas to moderate extreme temperatures;
 Maximising alternative opportunities where land availability limits provision;
 Maximising access to all members of the public, and considering natural play;
 Improving connectivity of pedestrian and cycling routes; and
 Highlighting contributions from individuals, local groups and sports clubs.

The open space chapter of the IDP has updated site information with details of: 
 Salford Greenspace Audit 2017-18 with results and analysis;
 Recent enhancements to facilities at a wide range of sites including Peel Park, 

Cutacre Country Park, Little Woolden Moss and new sports pitches, routes 
and a wetland area to the north of the Old Racecourse Playing Fields; and

 New proposals at Duncan Mathieson Playing Fields for extensive sports pitch 
enhancements on the basis that significant funding will be required.

TIMESCALES AND NEXT STEPS
 29 October 2018 – Informal Lead Member Briefing
 27 November 2018 – Cabinet Briefing  / 11 December 2018 Cabinet
 Annual progress report detailing the uses of s106 and match funding
 A Green Infrastructure SPD will be drafted for public consultation in the future, 

with wider scope and focus to support relevant chapters of Salford Local Plan.
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